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or even an " individual." The fact is that, the various re-
ports transmitted from the Prophet have not been accorded
hierarchical precedence, as statements of fact, on the basis
of a previous inquiry into the circumstances which sur-
rounded their transmission. On the contrary, this preced-
ence first appeared as a matter of usage, and only later after
some of the reports had already attained great diffusion,
has an attempt been made by the doctors to differentiate
them into classes. Viewed in this light, the difference be-
tween the mutawatir and the mash-hur reduces itself to one
of wide circulation, not so much during the earliest stage
of transmission by the Companions, but chiefly during later
stages. The reports which referred to matters of common
occurrence or general interest, or accorded with the current
views and practices, at once spread and became common
knowledge, whereas other reports less favorably circum-
stanced, did not spread so rapidly, or even at all. Of course,
the rapid diffusion of a report, in itself, constitutes a con-
siderable guarantee that the report is true, but as already
hinted, the diffusion and favorable reception of a report
might have been due to the fact that the report fitted in
with the current tendencies and practices. A mutawatir
of this last type evidently would not be any more reliable,
as a statement of fact, than a report which being less for-
tunate became only a mash-hur, since the original trans-
mitters of both reports might have been as numerous or as
trustworthy.

It is therefore easy to understand the psychology of the
doctors who, on the one hand, imply that the number must
be large, and on the other hand, carefully avoid committing
themselves to any sort of a minimum. They were indeed
laboring under difficulties. They could not ignore the num-
ber of reporters and the matter of diffusion, for when they
made their classifications the main distinction among the